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October 5, 2011

Herschel T. Vinyard, Jr., Secretary

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard

Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000

Dear Secretary Vinyard:

We recently became aware of several budget proposals pertaining to local contracts in the Air and
Waste Programs. More specifically, they involve the Petroleum Compliance and Cleanup Programs
{pages 83 & 85 of the FDEP submittal for possible budget reductions Schedule VilIB-2, and the Ambient
Maonitoring and Title V Programs, page 113, of same Schedule VIiI-2].

Regarding the Storage Tank Compliance Verification program, we are concerned about the proposal to
eliminate the contracted local programs that conduct compiiance inspections. The expectation that
discharges will be dramatically reduced due to secondary containment of storage tanks directly
contradicts our findings. Last year over half of the discharges reported in Hillshorough County were from
double walled systems indicating that the problem and threat to groundwater Is still serious and merits
close attention. Hundreds of these double walled systems were installed in the 1990's, with twenty year
old equipment deteriorating and resulting in discharges. Hiring private contractors to perform the
State’s compliance inspections has been previously tried and has failed both for lack of mission
fulfillment and cost effectiveness.

Experienced county inspectors have the knowledge to perform thorough inspections, review complex
documents pertaining to systems, and provide immediate public assistance for complaints and
discharges. A reduced number of independently contracted staff will result in lower quality inspections
and a higher risk of contamination to our drinking water. Here in Hillshorough County, our EPC staff
currently uses remote inspection technology to perform efficient and cost effective inspections with the
highest quality, recently receiving an audit with a rating of 94.77 out of 100. This proposal would end a
twenty-two year partnership with DEP and eliminate a program with an established relationship with
the businesses and residents of Hillshorough County.

Addressing Petroleum Cleanup contracts, although the proposal does not seem to directly impact EPC's
cleanup program this year, it does initiate a change in philosophy and eliminates 7 local cleanup
programs. Local programs have been contracted by the State and funded from the Inland Protection
Trust Fund to protect and restore Florida’s drinking water and natural resources since 1987. The
parinering is a flagship for minimizing duplication and applying resources effectively resulting in
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enhanced environmental protection and restoration in a highly synergistic manner. Local programs are
proximal to the sites, provide institutional knowledge related to the sites, and provide iocal technical
expertise for the projects and the potentially affected public. The partnership is cne of the most cost
effective environmental enhancement and resource protection programs in Florida and is a model that
other States emulate. Continued funding of local programs is paramount to the protection of our
drinking water supply and to restoring contaminated properties and water resources.

Concerning the Air Monitoring and Title V contracts, we feel the forty plus percent cut proposed in SFY
12-13, on top of the reductions experienced in the last few years, deserves reconsideration. The Title V
program has been successful in reducing overall air emissions from large stationary sources and at the
same time receiving excellent EPA audits, The eighteen year partnership between the Department and
the local programs in carrying this out has heen very efficient, and in fact is one of the lowest costing
Title V programs in the nation according to a recent national survey. Further efficiencies are possible,
but with cuts at this level certain core elements will be jeopardized.

Your assistance on this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely /="

Richard D. Garrity, Ph.D.

Executive Director .

Environmental Protection Commission
of Hillsborough County

3629 Queen Palm Drive

Tampa, FL 33619

cc: Hillsborough County EPC Chairman, Commissioner Kevin Beckner
lennifer Fitzwater, Chief of Staff, DEP
Jorge Caspary, Director — Div. of Waste Management
Hooshang Boostani — Division Director, EPC Waste Management
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September 26, 2011

To Chairman Seth McKeel:

Roger P. Stewart Center
3629 Queen Palm Dr. Tampa, FL 3
Ph: (813) 627-2600

Fax Numbers (813):
Admin 627-2620 Waste 627
Legal 627-2602 Wetlands 627
Water 627-2670 Air 627
Lab 635-8061

I am sending you this letter with the enclosed fact sheets related to two important local environmental
programs under consideration for reduction or total elimination as part of a proposed state budget.

The State is proposing to abandon the Storage Tank Compliance Programs at the county level in favor of
independent privately contracted roving inspectors; and to reduce by nearly half the number of county
level Petroleum Cleanup Programs in favor of hiring additional State employees and private contractors.
The local and county environmental agencies throughout Florida have partnered with the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) since the late 1980s to administer the Petroleum
Cleanup Program and the Petroleum Storage Tanks Compliance Program. Local programs are
compensated for the administration of these two programs through contracts with FDEP. The funding
source is The Inland Protection Trust Fund (IPTF) which was created in 1986 by levying a tax on every

barrel of petroleum or petroleum products brought to or produced in State of Florida.

The petroleum programs have been highly successful in addressing cleanup of old petroleum

contaminations as well as preventing new discharges into the environment and are considered a model
for other States to emulate through the years. The county and local environmental agencies are a major
reason for this success. Unfortunately, the county and local contracts have fallen prey to recent budget
cuts to the tune of 30 to 50 percent in recent years and are now threatened for substantial cuts of up to

complete elimination for the coming year.

The enclosed fact sheets will provide you with information about the effectiveness of the local
petroleum programs and the adverse impact to the local economy and the environment should they be

reduced or eliminated.

As chairman of the Environmental Protection Commission of Hillshorough County, | wanted to bring this
issue to your attention and ask for your leadership and assistance in protecting these valuable local

natural resource protection programs.

Chairman of the Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County

ec: Hillshorough County Local Legislative Delegation
Attachment: Fact Sheets
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